Sermon Title: Belief: Four Questions

Sermon Text: John 2:23-3:36

ProPresenter

Four Questions on Belief:
Question 1: From where does belief come?
Answer: It is a gift from God.

Reading: John 2:23-3:8

Question 2: Why is belief all that God requires?
Answer: It is NOT all that God requires of you. BUT all that God requires has been provided in Christ.

Reading: John 3:9-16

Question 3: What does it look like to believe in Christ?
Answer: Obediently leaving the darkness for the joy of His glory

Reading: John 3:17-36

Question 4: Why should | believe?

Answers:

Because eternity is at stake

Because Jesus deserves the reward of His suffering
Because of the love of God

Quote: "To the question: what must | do to be saved? the old gospel replies: believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ. To the further question: what does it mean to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ? its reply is: it
means knowing oneself to be a sinner, and Christ to have died for sinners; abandoning all self-
righteousness and self-confidence, and casting oneself wholly upon Him for pardon and peace; and
exchanging one’s natural enmity and rebellion against God for a spirit of grateful submission to the will
of Christ through the renewing of one’s heart by the Holy Ghost. And to the further question still: how
am | to go about believing on Christ and repenting, if | have no natural ability to do these things? it



answers: look to Christ, speak to Christ, cry to Christ, just as you are; confess your sin, your impenitence,
your unbelief, and cast yourself on His mercy; ask Him to give you a new heart, working in you true
repentance and firm faith; ask Him to take away your evil heart of unbelief and to write His law within
you, that you may never henceforth stray from Him. Turn to Him and trust Him as best you can, and pray
for grace to turn and trust more thoroughly; use the means of grace expectantly, looking to Christ to
draw near to you as you seek to draw near to Him; watch, pray, read and hear God’s Word, worship and
commune with God’s people, and so continue till you know in yourself beyond doubt that you are indeed
a changed being, a penitent believer, and the new heart which you desired has been put within you. The
emphasis in this advice is on the need to call upon Christ directly, as the very first step.

“Let not conscience make you linger,
Nor of fitness fondly dream;
All the fitness He requireth

Is to feel your need of Him”

—so0 do not postpone action till you think you are better, but honestly confess your badness and give
yourself up here and now to the Christ who alone can make you better; and wait on Him till His light rises
in your soul, as Scripture promises that it shall do. Anything less than this direct dealing with Christ is
disobedience of the gospel. Such is the exercise of spirit to which the old evangel summons its hearers. “I
believe—help thou mine unbelief”: this must become their cry.



